
 

 

CAL-NEV-HA District, Division 42 Newsletter June 2021 

Hello Division 42, 

Happy Days are here again.  

We had a wonderful DCM this month.  It was graciously hosted by the Thousand 
Oaks Club, who not only provided us with a great Taco Dinner, but a pretty   
amazing location and program at Art Trek in Newbury Park.  Just so you know, 
NO ONE has won the Treasure Chest Loot yet, now worth over $275.00.  There 
are only 2 keys left, one for August and one for our Governor’s Visit and            
Installation in September. 

There is NO DCM IN JULY.  Our next one will be on August 12th. We believe 
we will be back at kidSTREAM in Camarillo, but we will keep you posted. 

DCON: Governor Gray gave us an update on our District Convention in August, 
to be held in San Diego.  Registration will open in the next week or so.  I will send 
an email as soon as l get any information. 

CLUB MEETINGS:  It is very important that as we return to In-Person or    
combinations of Zoom and In-Person, that we let Nick know asap so that he can 
update the Newsletter and Website.   

ELECTIONS:  We will be holding our Division Elections at the August DCM, 
Presidents and Secretaries will receive updates on the process.  Club elections 
should already be complete, so remember to update your records with KI. 

Homework Assignments – Last month l asked members to let me know about 
Random Acts of Kindness they performed.  These were to be unplanned acts    
performed just because you could do something nice.  A Santa Susana member let 
someone with fewer items go ahead of them in the line and helped a senior load 
groceries.  Conejo members gave recycle to someone for extra funds to help with 
animals she cares for.   Many thanks for your kindness. 

No more Homework, you have earned your summer break; I am happy to say we 
did have a few star pupils this year. 

 “What’s Your Sign” Info:  If were born between May 21st and June 21st, you are 
Gemini (the Twin); after June 21st, you are Cancer (the Crab). 

Truly Canadian:  Did you know that a Canadian Robot called KidsArm is           
10 times faster than a human at performing surgery? 

Thank you for taking the time to chat. 

Take care until we meet again. 

 Debbie 

Fireside        
with Deb 
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Camarillo                          Allen Grizzard-Paul Reporting 
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Finally, things are starting to look up.  We had another great face-to-face meeting, and this time with a guest 
speaker from Trusted Hospice.  We also had a couple of guests who contacted us through our website, and 

hopefully they will become members. She was a past Key Club and Circle K member. 

Rule number one: always carry Kiwanis brochures and application forms. Special Guest Elizabeth                  
Roberts and her father, Gerald, studying a brochure, and of course the speaker gets one as well. 

It was scholarship time, and this year we were able to give a scholarship to a student from each of our three 
high schools.  Two of these scholarships honor the late George Thayer who did so much for our club, and one 

honors the late Darryl Sobelman, another great member and revered leader in the Boy Scouts. We were         
fortunate to be able to present our past KIWIN’S Cal-Nev-Ha Governor, Angela Batoon, a scholarship on stage 

at Rancho Campana High School.  Angela did a fantastic job under very difficult circumstances.  It turned out to 
be a very busy night for Angela, as she received four more scholarships, including the Lanie and Dave Wheeler 

Scholarship from the CNH Kiwanis Children’s Fund.  

President Robert Kelly and Treasurer Linda Thayer presenting a scholarship to Angela Batoon 

Many thanks to Thousand Oaks Club for hosting a great DCM at the Art Trek in Newbury Park. We had six   
members, one guest, and two SLPs including the KIWIN’S Turquoise Div. Lt Governor, Naomi. However, we 

would also like to claim the carboard cutout that was there as it looked a like our President Elect, Peter      
Johnson. The food was great, the program was an eye opener, and of course Mary and I had a lot of fun with 

the bunny. It can’t be chocolate; it doesn’t have an ear missing.  



 

 

Conejo Valley                        Roger Klausler Reporting 
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On May 25, we had a social evening and blind wine-tasting at the home of Tom and Betty Stapleford.              
The J. Lohr 2018 Cab was the clear winner among the reds and the Butter 2019 Chardonnay came out on top 

among the whites.  Someone sneaked in Trader Joe’s Charles Shaw 2018 Pinot Grigio to …uh… mixed reviews.  

On June 2, we awarded a Youth Service Award to Anne Alvarez, Faculty Advisor to the Key Club at Newbury 
Park High School. Standing with Secretary Roger Klausler, Betty Stapleford remarked that "Anne constantly  
interfaces with the kids and the school administration and she's THE MOST involved faculty advisor that I've 
worked with.” Anne is multi-tasking with her computer in one hand to participate in the Key Club’s weekly 

meeting while holding her award plaque in the other!  

As we did last year, we conducted an essay contest for the 25 kids in the Safe Passage program. Kids in first 
and second grade drew a picture based on one of three simple prompts and wrote one sentence about it. Third, 
fourth, fifth, and sixth graders also drew a picture from a more advanced set of prompts and wrote a half-page 
paragraph about their drawings. In a ceremony on June 7, President Sheromie Vittachi and Vice-President Sue 
Bartley presented the kids with a certificate and small cash prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. Also shown in the  

photos are Conejo Rec and Parks staff members Luis Sánchez and Cristina McQuillen.  

Sheromie and Sue then awarded $1000 grants to two students 
who are Safe Passage “alums” transferring from community      
colleges to 4-year schools.  Marisol is moving on to Cal State  
Channel Islands and Giovanni has been admitted to Boston College 
to become a registered nurse.  L-R: Marisol and her mother and 
brother; President Sheromie Vittachi; Giovanni with his supervisor 
at the Westminster Clinic; and Vice-President Sue Bartley. 

We are especially proud of the recognition of our support for Safe 
Passage in the recent Cal-Nev-Ha Children’s Fund newsletter. 



 

 

Moorpark                             Ute Van Dam Reporting 
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LEFT: Mark Van Dam (left) and friend barbecue burgers at Moorpark High School as MHS hosted 100 high 
schools in the CIF sectionals.  CENTER: Moorpark Kiwanian and PTA president Jackie Flame flocks a lucky        

recipient as a birthday surprise.  RIGHT: Congratulations to Mindy Yaras for earning a Ruby K pin. She invited 
five or more people to the Moorpark Club.  

Kiwanian and School Board member Ute Van Dam participates in Moorpark graduation ceremonies. 

Moorpark City Librarian, Christine Conwell, was our speaker at 
our monthly meeting and shared what is happening at the library.  

Members Howard and Mindy Yaras are moving to 
Tennessee. They have been invaluable to our club 
and to our community. You will be greatly missed!  



 

 

D I V I S I O N  4 2  N E W S L E T T E R  P A G E  5  

Oxnard                                TinaMarie Martinez Reporting 

Meeting In-Person Again! 

April social mixer at Red Tandem Brewery and recent June lunch meeting 

Friends of Kiwanis, Tiffany and Courtney, joined TinaMarie to make no sew blankets. 

Oxnard Kiwanis no sew blanket donation to Homes with Heart, Ventura County 
Flanked by Homes with Heart representatives are (L-R) Pres. Elect Rodney Medina, President Clarice Couey,          

Secretary TinaMarie Martinez, Treasurer Debra Cordes, and Past Pres. Sergio Martinez 
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Santa Barbara                      Marsha Gray Reporting 

With things beginning to open up, our own Gary Gray made two in-person Governor’s Visits   
in one  weekend. The first was small, with Division 10 in Pasadena. The second one was huge, 

in Glendale with Division 3. Both were wonderful and the Kiwanians were great! 

Serving 250 snow cones to our BUGS elementary students at Cleveland School in Santa Barbara. 

We held our annual Scholarship dinner on May 26th at the Santa Barbara Carriage Museum, in            
conjunction with the Oddfellows Club. We awarded six $2500 scholarships and one $3000 Brad Naegel 

community service scholarship to Santa Barbara County graduating seniors. In addition, five eighth 
grade graduates received $100  "Hope of America" awards. The OddFellows awarded two $2500     

scholarships. Their purpose is helping orphans and foster children. Eighty people attended.                   
We served the dinner to the tables rather than having people line up in a banquet line. 
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Santa Susana                         Debbie Heaslip Reporting 

MEETING IN THE PARK 
Santa Susana plans to continue 
their “Meetings in the Park” in  

June and July.  Key Club and K-Kids 
will join us to hand out free masks 

and information about our club.  
We also invite anyone interested to 

stop by and join in one of the       

service projects we will be doing 
while we meet. 

GETTING BACK TO NORMAL 
Our Secretary, Gary White;     

Wellness Chair, Karen White; Key 
Club Advisor, Judy Bertoniere; 
and Friend of the Club Trudy 
(Karen’s Mom) who actively    
participates in our projects, 

joined Debbie at the DCM this 
month. It was exciting to visit 

with  other clubs in our Division 
for dinner, updates, and best of 

all: camaraderie. 

Calendar 

June 21st  Meeting in the Park  9:30 – 11:30am  Lemon Park 

June 28th   Zoom Social   11:30 am    

July 1st  Samaritan Center  2:30 pm   Prep TBD 

July 19th   Meeting in the Park  9:30 – 11:30am  Lemon Park 
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Simi Valley                           Shelley Howard Reporting 

On Saturday, May 22, we participated in the Simi Valley Chamber’s “Boomers and Beyond” event.                    
We were there promoting our club and its upcoming events. We also had a rock painting area for the kids      

and a raffle with 2 happy winners!  

At its June 2nd meeting, Simi Valley Kiwanis awarded $10,000 in scholarships to high school graduates.  Most 
of this year's recipients attended the meeting, introduced themselves and their parents, and told their degree 
goals.  From Simi Valley High School, we met Ashley Kilmnick who plans to be a lawyer. Maya Tauber plans a 
career in medicine, and Morgan Wang will focus on a career in public health.   

From Royal High School, Alexander Edgar plans a career in law,.  Grace Fausett will focus on human 
rights.  Olivia Kurtz plans a career in foreign service.  Cailah Lim will study neuroscience.  Lucy McCrossan will 
major in music education.  Gabriel Ramirez plans to major in computer science. 

From Apollo High School, Mohnbish Maini plans to study film making and directing.  Misael Sandoval wants to 
major in business and hopes to have his own business.  
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Thousand Oaks                      John Prescott Reporting 

The Thousand Oaks Club conducted its annual election on May 12, 2021.  

Aaron Kitzman 

Our President for the 2021-22 Kiwanis Year will be Aaron Kitzman. Aaron moves up 
from the President-Elect position, and has been a member of the Club since 2010.  
Aaron has also served as Assistant Treasurer and an at-large member of the Board 
of Directors.  

Mary Sepe 

Current Vice President Mary Sepe will move up into the President-Elect position.  
Mary is also our current Community Service Committee Chair, and has served a term 
as Assistant Secretary. She joined the Club in 2015, and is a recently retired civil 
servant from the City of Thousand Oaks.  

Paul Lopez 

Our newest recruit to the Club leadership team is Vice President-Elect Paul Lopez.  
Paul has served on our Board of Directors and joined the Club in 2014. He’s been    
active in many of our projects, including Meals on Wheels, and recently has been    
invaluable as a translator as the Club has assisted with local COVID-19              
vaccination events. Paul is the owner of the Maid in America cleaning service in 
Thousand Oaks.  

Jim Stephenson 

Jim Stephenson, our new Treasurer, joined the Club in 1989.  He has chaired our 
Meals on Wheels program, served several terms on the Board of Directors, and was 
our Club’s Secretary from 2000 to 2009, achieving Distinguished Club Secretary 
seven times. He has most recently been our Assistant Treasurer and is moving up 
as long-time Treasurer Bill Steele is hanging up his money bags. Jim is a            
consultant, having previously been employed with a small electronics company, for 
which he was Director of Engineering.  

Lori Olbrich 

Lori Olbrich is our new Secretary, having served as Assistant Secretary for the past year.  
She will replace long-time Secretary Gloria Dyok. Lori has been a member since 2013  
and has become a more active member of the Club since her recent retirement from a        
position with the Conejo Recreation and Park District.  

Other members elected to the Board of Directors include Assistant Treasurer Chuck Huffer, Assistant    
Secretary Gloria Dyok, and at-large members Norm Tardif, Paul Campbell, Cristy Warner, John Prescott, 
and Kathy Smiley.  Rounding out our Board of Directors are Donna Orraj and Mark Frankcom, who are in 
the middle of their two-year terms.  
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Ventura                                Matt Kohagen Reporting 

Members volunteering at the Salvation Army food bank in East Ventura 

We are getting excited about the return of our bike ride project, coming in August. 
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Kiwanis Official Call to the 2021 District  
Education Convention!  

On behalf of the California-Nevada-Hawaii District of Kiwanis and the Board of Trustees, it is my pleasure 
to issue this Official Call to the 101st Annual District Education Convention to be held in San Diego, CA,  
August 19-21, 2021. During this time the House of Delegates will hold an Election of Officers to serve during 
the 2021-2022 Administrative year commencing October 1, 2021, and conduct other business as may be 
submitted.  

Please make sure your club registers its delegates by completing the Certification of Delegates and    
Alternates form in order to vote. Please send the completed form to the district office by August 6, 2021.  

The convention registration will be available soon. You can access the online registration by visiting our 
website at www.cnhkiwanis.org under the District Convention tab.  

Please see the prospectus if you would like to inquire about the exhibit, sponsorship and program          
advertising opportunities available.  

Hotel reservations may be made online with the Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina - Bay Tower 
or you may contact the hotel directly at 1-877-734-2726.  

Join us as we continue to provide you with excellent training opportunities and to share in the Kiwanis  
spirit of camaraderie that we have missed so much this past year. This convention will include inspirational 
speakers, the annual Golf Tournament and informative exhibit booths - just to name a few exciting aspects 
of this convention! 

We look forward to seeing you as we prepare for a District Convention you won't want to miss!  
 
Sincerely, 
Mark McDonald 
Executive Director 
Cal-Nev-Ha District of Kiwanis International  

Kiwanis Family House Names New Executive Director 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kiwanis Family House (KFH) is pleased to announce that Paula Kelley has been selected as its new Executive Direc-
tor. Paula brings extensive non-profit housing experience to KFH, serving previously as Program Director for a Sac-
ramento-area self-help housing non-profit, Executive Director of a local crisis center, and Site Supervisor at super-
vised visitation center. Her expertise and track record in fund development, grant writing, and marketing position her 
to make an immediate impact on our House and the guest families we serve. 

Paula will work alongside Dan Germain over the next several weeks, learning about House operations while getting 
to know staff, guests, and supporters, including those in our 115 sponsoring Kiwanis clubs.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZdM0jMF9pXQcHMEUikegf33GGdtS_dAJxvYS7zUUNrTySNjsTvCHTL9vOVP5rljsLNHz-CXUd72lpbIib7ZtNX9GELMAhj-DKIrd2mHb1qSnHOnkHZoautDiJH76Mnhr7oIlW7RfAuuuH0UEZv4EEoclsx2ojcuhbcjLlxlOl7Q=&c=-qydV_t42xofFk2JUqObi1jYvEEhd2AgbgBUgPaD4s_z8Ooflqaa
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZdM0jMF9pXQcHMEUikegf33GGdtS_dAJxvYS7zUUNrTySNjsTvCHTL9vOVP5rljsLNHz-CXUd72lpbIib7ZtNX9GELMAhj-DKIrd2mHb1qSnHOnkHZoautDiJH76Mnhr7oIlW7RfAuuuH0UEZv4EEoclsx2ojcuhbcjLlxlOl7Q=&c=-qydV_t42xofFk2JUqObi1jYvEEhd2AgbgBUgPaD4s_z8Ooflqaa
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZdM0jMF9pXQcHMEUikegf33GGdtS_dAJxvYS7zUUNrTySNjsTvCHTK1zizLruefGgW1yvH9UbItSNvrYpjgVzuMBkEVhw3QxhGULk_qxD7jDuzsqv8p0NcEcdH4smLy3tx6s6kgvirdzhWh4OG5AGQ==&c=-qydV_t42xofFk2JUqObi1jYvEEhd2AgbgBUgPaD4s_z8OoflqaaeA==&ch=DX8NduT5qY7c
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZdM0jMF9pXQcHMEUikegf33GGdtS_dAJxvYS7zUUNrTySNjsTvCHTD5ZHDDSEoKv97K_Wn22mIcRVaWWh-wONrrwo48-0sTCoFAM8HVrYV2HAjRnxEfI4pEqrz4-GAgM95X8PqHmvnwhmOjCZ93OJJ5qvTcv9Vyr6KafFBqMVxY=&c=-qydV_t42xofFk2JUqObi1jYvEEhd2AgbgBUgPaD4s_z8Ooflqaa
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZdM0jMF9pXQcHMEUikegf33GGdtS_dAJxvYS7zUUNrTySNjsTvCHTDPjFKyfQ0pehEbEG06B8dbPTkdtRKNlo2GJfkv1W3rvE7As84Wkoqr_BX5h1MEH7VSU4jjisZ3owqGzAAhpF8OHF2IUD2eBky0DKyeCOWSN9wg0ME_sw4OVD_MGT57HoZLIa-npcyP9&c=-qydV_t42xofFk2JUqObi1jYvEEhd2Ag


 

 

Division 42 Clubs & Meetings 
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Division 42 Calendar of Events 
Training & Club Events Division Council Meetings 
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News You Can Use
from the Cal-Nev-Ha Children's  Fund

V O L U N T E E R  G R A N T S
Have you heard of volunteer grants? These grants
are part of corporate giving programs in which
companies provide monetary grants to
organizations where employees regularly volunteer.
As a Kiwanian who dedicates their time to serving
the children in our district, consider asking your
employer if they have volunteer grants to designate
to the CNH Children's Fund! Learn more here.

We're getting excited for our 2021 District Convention in San
Diego, CA! Save the date for our Honors Breakfast on Saturday,
August 21, where we will honor YOU, our generous donors! We will
also hear from a special guest who will share the impact your
generosity makes on children and their families in our district.
Stay tuned for more information!

With more of our population
vaccinated against COVID-19,
travel destinations are
beginning to welcome back
tourists. Have you purchased
your Dinner Anywhere raffle
tickets yet? Enter for your
chance to win dinner anywhere
in our three-state district and
make a mini-vacay out of your
visit! Contact the CNH
Children's Fund office or any
CNH Children's Fund Director
to purchase tickets today.

d s a - c s a - y s a
The Cal-Nev-Ha Childrenʼs Fund offers three
distinctive ways your club can recognize Kiwanians
and community members for their outstanding
service: the Distinguished Service Award (DSA); 
Community Service Award (CSA); and Youth  
Service Award (YSA). Remember, every division that
has 100% DSA-CSA-YSA participation from its clubs
will be recognized at DCON! Order your award today!

M A T C H I N G  D U N L A P
Is there a dedicated member (or two!) of your club
who deserves outstanding recognition? Consider
recognizing them with a Dunlap Fellowship
award! Matching Dunlap funds are available for a
limited time, so whether you're awarding a fellow
Kiwanian or upgrading your own Dunlap, make sure
to take advantage of this offer before it's too late!

H O N O R S  B R E A K F A S T

C H A M P I O N S  F O R  C H I L D R E N
When you become a Champion for Children, you
transform lives through grants, scholarship training,
leadership development, and pediatric trauma
prevention. Learn more about this sustaining donor
program and become a Champion today!

K i w a n i s  C a l - N e v - H a  F o u n d a t i o n ,  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  a s  t h e  C a l - N e v - H a  C h i l d r e n ' s  F u n d
9 0 9 . 7 3 6 . 1 7 0 7   |  f o u n d a t i o n @ c n h k i w a n i s . o r g

J U L Y  2 0 2 1

Required minimum distributions, more commonly
referred to as RMDs, are a congressionally-
mandated distribution from traditional retirement
accounts. The IRS has dictated the minimum
amount a retiree must withdraw from their account
every year beginning by age 72 (though any IRA
owner who is age 70 ½ may make a distribution).
Learn how you can both lower your taxable income
and support the Cal-Nev-Ha Children’s Fund by
reading our Required Minimum Distribution FAQs.

R M DD I N N E R
A N Y W H E R E

Tickets are $75 each and only 250 will be sold. The winner will be
announced during the Inter-Club Luncheon at the 2021 District
Convention on August 21, 2021. Winner need not be present to
claim their prize and will have until September 30, 2022 to
redeem prize. The winner is responsible for any local, federal, and
state taxes incurred and must complete a W-9 form prior to
receiving the prize. For a full list of our raffle rules, click here.

https://doublethedonation.com/tips/corporate-giving-programs/
https://doublethedonation.com/tips/corporate-giving-programs/
https://doublethedonation.com/tips/volunteer-grant-basics/
https://cnh.portalbuzz.com/Page/34369
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/3bv4703tnurg2n0u31aeu2px18yn7uxw
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/3bv4703tnurg2n0u31aeu2px18yn7uxw
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/3bv4703tnurg2n0u31aeu2px18yn7uxw
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/xazsrpr7aud84cu91tpv
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/hmrk6xidyj012kedrpkx6m1fioznok6s
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/3bv4703tnurg2n0u31aeu2px18yn7uxw
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/3bv4703tnurg2n0u31aeu2px18yn7uxw
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/3bv4703tnurg2n0u31aeu2px18yn7uxw
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/how-to-help/william-a-dunlap-fellowship/
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/s/zkp6jc7y5scgidxjf1p4wkvfxsbvrimw
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/v/championsform
https://cnhkiwanis.app.box.com/s/zzjt1kkewr3sx3py5p80s5a8bjnl283m
https://cnhkiwanis.box.com/s/0gc0z4csioo3jhyda3t7s92y70w87a5a


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


